The Phillip M. Cook and The Marilyn Swartz Seven Playwriting Awards 
PLAYWRIGHT COMPETITION GUIDELINES 
2026-2027  
Updated October 2, 2026 
 
· These are open to ALL Vassar College Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors of any major campuswide. A completed entry form must accompany any script submitted. The subject line of your PDF submission should include your full name-title of the project to drama@vassar.edu. NOTE: The Cook Prize is awarded to Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors whereas the Swartz Prize is awarded to Juniors and Seniors. The criteria is created by the members contributing to the fund, not the Drama Department.  
 
· Students may submit original and new works; a full-length stage play, two one-act plays, or a musical theater work.  Only original works may be submitted. Collaborative works are acceptable. Screenplays are not eligible. 
 
· Students may not submit a project that has been previously awarded by this fund or previously presented in front of an audience at the professional level 
 
· The announcement of the winning play will be made on Monday, March 15, 2027. 
 
· The author of the winning play will receive an award of $1,000.00, a staged reading produced by the Drama Department and reception for family and friends. ● In the case of collaborative works, the cash award will be split among the co-authors.  The scheduled dates of the presentations are The Phillip Cook recipient reading will be on April 3, 2027 at 1:00pm and The Swartz recipient reading on April 4, 2027 at 1:00pm. A reception for both recipients will be at 12:00pm April 3&4. All will be held in the Martel Theater/Vogelstein Center for Drama and Film. 
 
· A committee consisting of various Vassar College faculty and/or previous recipients will read, evaluate the submissions and determine a winner. 
 
· Submissions are due by January 25, 2027 
· ONE PDF OF THE SCRIPT WITH THE FULL NAME AND TITLE the play and contact phone number 
· ONE PDF OF THE SCRIPT ANONYMOUS AND THE TITLE of the play and contact phone number. 
 
· All scripts are read anonymously by an outside panel of adjudicators that changes annually.   
· Questions concerning the Playwriting Awards should be addressed Joan Gerardi, 
Theatre Relations Specialist to jogerardi@vassar.edu or Rosie Fritz-Grabowska, 
Departmental Support Staff,  rfritzgrabowska@vassar.edu For playwriting questions, please contact Professor Peter Gil-Sheridan at pgil@vassar.edu. 
