
 

 
 

Dear alums, 
Greetings from Ely Hall!  We hope this note finds you and your families happy and healthy.  )ÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ 
three years since our last edition of Terra Firma, and a lot has happened in the department in that 
time.  Jeff Walker retired at the end of the 2023-2024 academic year, Brian Godfrey is retiring this year, 
and both Jill Schneiderman and Joe Nevins are starting phased retirement next year.  Our departmental 
assistant and glue who holds everything together, Lenore Hart, is also retiring at the end of this 
year.  Together, they have served the department and the College for ΨΤ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÅ 
how things can go on without them!  !Ô ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ÌÁÄÄÅÒȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÂÅÅÎ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ 
by new faculty member John Zayac, a volcanologist who replaced Jeff on the tenure track after several 
years as a visiting instructor and adjunct.  Next fall, we welcome John Stehlin (Vassar alum of the class 
of 2004), an urban geographer, who replaces Brian Godfrey.  We have also been very happy to have 
John Elrick as a visiting assistant professor of Geography and Michelle Tebolt as a visiting assistant 
professor of Earth Science for the last couple of years.  )ÔȭÓ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÙÏÕÔÈÆÕÌ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ 
in the department even as the changing of the guard is very bittersweet. 
 
The addition of new faculty over the past six years has brought a lot of vibrant research to the 
department, and students have worked on projects related to volcanic eruption hazards and ocean 
alkalinity enhancement with our new scanning electron microscope as well as greenhouse gas 
inventories for local municipalities.  Our department continues to supply about half of the courses taken 
in the Environmental Studies program and sends students on to exceptional graduate programs and 
careers, of which we are quite proud.  In the summer of 2027, the College will be carrying out significant 
renovations to our Earth Science teaching lab, Ely 204, so that we can continue to provide state of the 
art educational experiences for future generations of students. 
 
Below, you will find notes about what individual faculty members have been doing the past three years 
as well as updates from your fellow alums.  We hope that you will come back and visit as we love seeing 
you and hearing about what you are up to.  We miss ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÎÔ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ %ÌÙȭÓ ÄÏÏÒÓ ÁÒÅ 
always open to you!   
 
Warmly, 
 
Kirsten Menking 
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Field Trips 
In addition to local forays in the Hudson Valley and New York City, Earth Science and Geography students 
traveled the globe over the past three years to learn about renewable energy, plastic pollution, invasive 
species impacts, sustainable agriculture, and carbon sequestration, among other topics. Nothing beats 
learning in the field, and we are grateful to our alums, whose donations have made these travels possible!  
Local trips: 2024, 2025, and 2026 ɀ Brian Godfrey led Geography seminars on urban renewal to Main Street 
ÉÎ 0ÏÕÇÈËÅÅÐÓÉÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÎÏÖÁÔÅÄ Ȱ/ÌÄ 5ÎÄÅÒ×ÅÁÒ &ÁÃÔÏÒÙȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ -ÕÓÅÕÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ ÏÆ .Å× 9ÏÒË ÆÏÒ 
two intensive classes on recent literature on non-fiction NYC and criteria for Landscape Preservation. Yu 
Zhou and Joe Nevins also led trips to Poughkeepsie and Beacon for Global Geography. 
 
Iceland - 2023 - Laura Haynes and co-instructor Elizabeth Lastra from the art department brought 8 Earth 
Science and Art History students (including one who majored in both!) to Iceland over fall break. Their goal 
was to investigate the history of mysterious human-made caves that dot the southern coastline of the 
island. The origin of these caves is hotly debated. The accepted history of Iceland states that Vikings first 
settled the island in the 9th century, and many argue they must have carved the caves. However, some 
posit that these caves and other lines of evidence suggest earlier settlement by Irish monks. In the class 
they explored how methods from both disciplines, such as lake coring and advanced 3D imaging, could 
help us piece together this hidden history. Along the way, they learned about volcanism, glaciation, and 
modern sedimentary processes.  
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#ÌÏÃË×ÉÓÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÕÐÐÅÒ ÌÅÆÔȡ  

/ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÖÅ ÅÎÔÒÁÎÃÅÓȟ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÉÎÇ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÍÍÅÔÒÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÖÅÓȟ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ 
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Iceland - 2024 - Kirsten Menking and co-instructor Alison Keimowitz from the chemistry department took 
16 students on a two week excursion to Iceland in late May and early June of 2024.  There, they studied 
volcanism and volcanic rocks, glaciers and glacial outburst floods, geysers and other geothermal features, 
the impact of sea birds and invasive plants on soil chemistry, ecological succession on a suite of glacial 
ÍÏÒÁÉÎÅÓȟ )ÃÅÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÇÅÏÔÈÅÒÍÁÌÌÙ-heated greenhouse agriculture and hydropowered aluminum smelting 
ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ #ÁÒÂ&ÉØ ÐÌÁÎÔȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÃÁÒÂÏÎ ÄÉÏØÉÄÅ ÉÓ ÓÅÑÕÅÓÔÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÄÅÅÐ ÂÏÒÅÈÏÌÅÓ 
previously used for geothermal heat extraction.  It was an amazing trip that was capped off by a volcanic 
eruption that began just as the group was headed to the airport to return home to New York!       
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,ÅÆÔȡ 3ÕÉÔÅÄ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÃÅ ÁØÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÁÍÐÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ Á ÍÏÕÌÉÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÌÌÊĘËÕÌÌ ÇÌÁÃÉÅÒȢ                                                    

2ÉÇÈÔȡ 0ÒÏÃÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÓÏÉÌ ÓÁÍÐÌÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÎÕÔÒÉÅÎÔ ÁÓÓÁÙÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 3ËÁÌÁÎÅÓ ǢÅÌÄ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ 
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Above, left: Visiting the &ÒÉłÈÅÉÍÁÒ ÇÅÏÔÈÅÒÍÁÌ ÇÒÅÅÎÈÏÕÓÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ )ÃÅÌÁÎÄ ÇÒÏ×Ó Á ÌÁÒÇÅ ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ 
ÔÏÍÁÔÏÅÓȢ  
!ÂÏÖÅȟ ÒÉÇÈÔȡ )ÎÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ #ÁÒÂ&ÉØ ÃÁÒÂÏÎ ÓÅÑÕÅÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ (ÅÌÌÉÓÈÅÉłÉ ÇÅÏÔÈÅÒÍÁÌ ÐÏ×ÅÒ 
ÐÌÁÎÔȢ  
"ÅÌÏ×ȡ 4ÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 3ËÁÌÁÎÅÓ&ÉÅÌÄ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ  
 



Trinidad and Tobago - 2025 - Deon Knights and Jill Schneiderman took 14 students on a 10-day study trip 
to the Caribbean twin-island nation of Trinidad and Tobago during spring study break 2025. The course, 
ESCI 321 (Environmental Geology of Trinidad and Tobago), was generously funded by the Dean of the 
Faculty office, the Environmental Studies Program, and the Department of Earth Science and Geography. 
 
What made this trip distinctive was its explicit grounding in the framework of anti-parachute science. 
Parachute science is the practice by which foreign researchers swoop into a country, sideline local 
scientists and collaborators, collect data, and publish without giving proper credit to those with on-the-
ground expertise, and was a central object of critical study and something the instructors actively worked 
to avoid. The group partnered with Drs. Stanton Belford, a biologist at the University of Tennessee 
Southern, Shivonne Peters, a marine scientist at the University of Trinidad and Tobago, and Xavier 
Moonan, a geologist at Touchstone Energy, as local collaborators.  
 
Students conducted original field research during the trip. Topics included coral reef ecology, 
macroplastics audits, and environmental data collection at sites that included Toco (on Trinidad's rugged 
northeastern coast) and the Bucco Reef in Tobago. Back on campus, students synthesized their field data 
in working groups, wrote individual scientific reports, and collaboratively produced a public blog about 
the trip hosted on Vassar's WordPress platform.  
 

                            
 

 
It was an ambitious and intellectually rich trip and one that combined rigorous fieldwork in a beautiful 
and ecologically complex place with a commitment to doing science collaboratively, ethically, and in 
genuine partnership with local researchers and communities.  For more information see the class blog at 
https://pages.vassar.edu/trinidad-fieldtrip25/ 
 
              6. 
 

Above, left: Julia Hale and Robin Auwaerter conduct a micro-plastic audit on a Mayaro beach in 
Southern Trinidad. Above, right: Coral observation at Bucco Reef, Tobago.  

https://pages.vassar.edu/trinidad-fieldtrip25/
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Above, Left: Collaborating on a biodiversity survey at Taco Reef with students from the University of 
Trinidad and Tobago. Above, Right: Class members at a natural gas processing site in southern Trinidad.  

Below, Left: Examining stratification in relation to natural gas production with Trinidadian field geologist 
8ÁÖÉÅÒ -ÏÏÎÁÎȢ "ÅÌÏ×ȟ 2ÉÇÈÔȡ 4ÏÕÒ ÏÆ 4ÒÉÎÉÄÁÄȭÓ 0ÉÔÃÈ ,ÁËÅ ÉÎ ,Á "ÒÅÁȟ ÁÎ ÅÎÏÒÍÏÕÓ ÄÅÐÏÓÉÔ ÏÆ ÁÓÐÈÁÌÔȢ 



#ÈÉÎÁ Ȥ ΤΡΤΦ Ȥ )Î -ÁÒÃÈ ΤΡΡΦȟ 9Õ :ÈÏÕ ÌÅÄ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ΣΧ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ #ÈÉÎÁ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÁÎÄ Ψ 
ÆÁÃÕÌÔÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÎ ÁÎ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓȤÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÅÄ ÔÒÉÐ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÁÎÇÔÚÅ 
2ÉÖÅÒ ÉÎ #ÈÉÎÁȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÄÉǟÅÒÅÎÔ ÄÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÈÕÍÁÎȾÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ 
ÉÎÔÅÒÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ #ÈÉÎÁȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ 7ÕÈÁÎȟ ÔÈÅ 4ÈÒÅÅ 'ÏÒÇÅÓ $ÁÍ ÁÒÅÁȟ %ÎÓÈÉ 'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÙÏÎȟ #ÈÏÎÇÑÉÎÇȟ 
ÁÎÄ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ "ÅÉÊÉÎÇȢ !ÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÔÏÐÐÅÄ ÉÎ ÍÁÎÙ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÒÉÖÅÒ ÔÏ×ÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎ 
ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÓȢ $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÐȟ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÃÕÌÔÙ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÅÄ #ÈÉÎÁȭÓ ÍÕÌÔÉȤÃÒÏÐÐÉÎÇ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 
ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÓÓÉÖÅ ÉÎÆÒÁÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 4ÈÒÅÅ 'ÏÒÇÅÓ $ÁÍ ɂ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÈÙÄÒÏÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÃ ÄÁÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
×ÏÒÌÄ ɂ ÔÏ ÈÉÇÈ×ÁÙÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÐÅÅÄ ÒÁÉÌ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȢ  4ÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÅÎÃÏÕÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÅÔÈÎÉÃ ÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÙ 
ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÇÁÍÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÐÁÃÅÓȟ ÁÌÌ ÉÎ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÖÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÓÉÔÅÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ ÒÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÕÒÂÁÎ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇȢ )Î ÍÁÎÙ ÐÌÁÃÅÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ 
ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÆÏÒÅÉÇÎ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÈÁÄ ÓÅÅÎ ÓÉÎÃÅ #/6)$Ȣ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ 
×ÅÒÅ ÅÑÕÁÌÌÙ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÏÆ #ÈÉÎÁ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÅ× ÆÏÒÅÉÇÎÅÒÓ ÖÉÓÉÔȢ 
 

                             8. 

/Î ÔÈÅ ÂÁÎËÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÁÎÇÔÚÅ 2ÉÖÅÒȡ    

,ÅÆÔ ÉÎ 7ÕÈÁÎȟ "ÅÌÏ× ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 4ÈÒÅÅ 

'ÏÒÇÅÓ ÄÁÍȢ 
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Above: The left is an ethnic village in the Minor Three Gorges area.  The right is at a tea house in a Dong ethnic 
minority village with two kids.  China is undergoing rapid change, and even Yu Zhou was stunned by how much 
the rural areas along the Yangtze had transformed in just a few years. In 2003, she took a Vassar group to the 
Three Gorges region right before the Dam was completed. At the time, the area was deeply impoverished, and 
young children begged the group for money. This time, they passed beautifully designed cliffside restaurants 
that felt elegant and Zen-like, while river towns glowed at night with waterfront parks and lights. 

.ƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǘ 9ƴǎƘƛ DǊŀƴŘ 

/ŀƴȅƻƴΣ ŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ Ψ/ŀƴŘƭŜǎǝŎƪΦΩ 



 
 

Denmark and Sweden - 2026 - Mary Ann Cunningham, Renewable Energy in Scandinavia 

Our goal was to see a complete ecosystem of sustainability-oriented planning and implementation in two 
countries with leading innovations and long experience. We visited Copenhagen, Gothenburg, Lund, and 
Malmo, including tours of the Middelgrunden wind cooperative (below right), and observed sustainable 
housing districts, electric ferries, public transit, district heating, and many, many bicycles. 
 

 
               10. 

,ÅÆÔȡ 4ÈÅ 4ÅÍÐÌÅ ÏÆ (ÅÁÖÅÎȟ "ÅÉÊÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ 

×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÅÍÐÅÒÏÒÓ ÐÒÁÙ ÁÎÎÕÁÌÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÇÏÏÄ 

ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ (ÅÁÖÅÎ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ 

ÔÈÅ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÍÏÒÁÌ ÃÏÄÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÕÌÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ 

ÅÍÂÏÄÉÅÓ ÔÈÅ -ÁÎÄÁÔÅ ÏÆ (ÅÁÖÅÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ 

ÅÎÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ÉÎ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÃÉÖÉÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȢ )Ô 

ÈÏÌÄ ÒÕÌÅÒÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅ 

ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÈÕÍÁÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȢ  

 

 

,ÅÆÔȡ 6ÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ #ÏÐÅÎÈÉÌÌ ɉ$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÈÅÁÔ ÉÎÃÉÎÅÒÁÔÏÒɊ 

2ÉÇÈÔȡ 5ÐȤÃÌÏÓÅ ÔÏÕÒ ÏÆ ÏǟÓÈÏÒÅ ×ÉÎÄ ÔÕÒÂÉÎÅÓ 

 



 
 

Freiburg and Munich, Germany - 2024 - Mary Ann Cunningham, Renewable Energy in Germany. 

Co-taught with Jenny Magnes (Physics and Environmental Studies); students on this trip studied 
sustainable and renewably-ÐÏ×ÅÒÅÄ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇȟ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇȢ &ÒÅÉÂÕÒÇ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ %ÕÒÏÐÅȭÓ 
ÇÒÅÅÎ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ -ÕÎÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ geothermal city heating system. Students also 
got first -hand experience with cooperative living and cooking in German hostels.  
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Around the Hudson Valley 

Above, left: The Stone 

Church at Dover, NY. 

Above, right: A calcium 

encrusted valve at the 

Poughkeepsie Water 

Treatment Plant.             

Left: A Visit to the 

Poughkeepsie Sewage 

Treatment Plant. 
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Above: Brian Godfrey and his class walking the streets of Newburgh, NY.  
Below:  Jill Schneiderman with her Earth Science 151 class at the frosty shore of Lake Minnewaska.  



 

Theses 
Students in both Geography and Earth Science wrote theses on a vast array of topics, 
befitting a department that spans the natural science and social science divisions. 
 

2024 
Chiara Castaneda - Does the Sun Only Shine for Homeowners?  Unveiling underserved groups in New York 
#ÉÔÙȭÓ ÓÏÌÁÒ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎȢ (Ï× ÃÁÎ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÎÇ ÆÁÉÒ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÖÅ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÓÏÌÁÒ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ÁÌÌÅÖÉÁÔÅ 
symptoms of income inequality?  
 

Zarina Guefack - Does every step count? Soil weathering edition, Vassar College 
 

Claire McHarg - Delight in the World:  Reimagining Earth Science Education in New York State 
 

Loren Pacheco - The Dirt on Invasive Plants:  Erosion, Extractivist Fixes, and the U.S. Soil Conservation 
Service 
 

Abigail Smith - A day at the beach in Cumberland, Kentucky: The influence of tidal channel deposition on 
the geology of the Warix Run Member of the Slade Formation 
 

Monika Sweeney - Navigating Minds:  Exploring the Spatial Thinking Abilities of College Students 
 

Yidan Xu  - Caves of Hella: Visual and Environmental Clues for the Early Medieval Christian Settlement 

in Southern Iceland  
 

        
                         14. 



 
 
2025 
!ȭÉÓÈÁÈ #ÅÒÒÁÔÏ - 7ÈÏ $ÅÓÅÒÖÅÓ Á "ÕÒÉÁÌȡ 2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ $ÕÔÃÈÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ 0ÕÔÎÁÍ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 0ÏÏÒÈÏÕÓÅÓȭ 
Paupers 
 

Julia Colon - The Illusion of Choice: Segregated Landscapes, School Vouchers, and the Neoliberal Assault on 
Public Education in Milwaukee 
 

Julia Hale - Analysis of Crystal and Vesicle Textures to Investigate Eruption Triggers at Volcán Cosigüina, 
Nicaragua 
 

Anna Kaigle - Agency in Active Transportation Advocacy Work Successes and limitations of community-
oriented approaches to improving networks of biking, walking, and rolling in Vermont.  
 

Elinor Kops - Investigating the Effects of Cascades and Seasonality on Nitrogen Solute Cycling in Beaver 
Dams on the Vassar College Ecological Preserve 

 

Keila Mercedes - It involves all of us: Anti-Haitian xenophobia and the militarization of the Dominican-
Haitian Border 
 

Ava Monello - Using the Geochemistry of Late Pleistocene-Early Holocene Tephra from a Marine Sediment 
Core to Interpret Magmatic Processes in the Katla Volcanic System 

 

Alex Murphy - %ØÐÌÏÒÁÔÏÒÙ )ÍÁÇÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ !ÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÏÆ 6ÁÓÓÁÒȭÓ -ÅÔÅÏÒÉÔÅÓ 
 

Ezra Potts - Optimization of Fluorescent Confocal Microscopy for use in Understanding Foraminiferal Shell 
Calcification 
 

Carl Webster - Selling Sun, Sand, and Stories: Heritage and Twenty-first Century Urban Development in 
Kingston, Jamaica            
          

Kira Wheeler - Estimating Magma Storage Conditions from Vesicularity: A Quantitative Modeling Approach 
                                      15.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
2026 
Jordan Alch -  Oh Dam!  Examining the Effects of Manmade and Beaver Dams on Nutrient Processing Rates 
in the Hudson Valley. 
 

Robin Auwaerter - Textural Evidence of Pre-Eruptive Magmatic Processes at Volcán Cosigüina, 
Northwestern Nicaragua. 
 

Sitota Blomquist -  #ÏÍÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȱ#ÒÉÓÉÓȱȡ 4ÈÅ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ 0ÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ #ÏÎÔÅÓÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ !ÎÇÌÏÐÈÏÎÅ 
Space in Cameroon circa 1800 - 2026. 
 

Louisa Braun -  Made in the Museum: The Production of Indigeneity, Place, and Identity in Vermont. 
 

Hunter Harris - /ÂÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ )ÍÐÁÃÔÓ ÏÆ 3ÔÏÒÍÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ (ÕÄÓÏÎ 2ÉÖÅÒȭÓ -ÏÒÐÈÏÌÏÇÙ 5ÓÉÎÇ 3ÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ &ÒÏÍ 
Motion with UAV Imagery. 
 

Olivia Kahn - Pre-Eruptive Magma Storage Conditions of Malpaisillo Formation Rhyolites Investigated Using 
Thermodynamic Modeling. 
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Kathleen Langston - From the Lab Perspective: The Effects of Alkalinity Enhancing Minerals on Calcareous 
Coastal Benthic Foraminifera.  
 

Iris Li - Tephrostratigraphic Reassessment of the Malpaisillo Formation in NW Nicaragua. 
 

Henry Mueller - "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ Á 0ÅÒÉÌÏÕÓ 0ÁÒÁÄÉÓÅȡ 4ÈÅ ΣΫΤΡȭÓ &ÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÃÉÆÉÃ 0ÁÌÉÓÁÄÅÓȟ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȢ 
 
Chris Nelson-Pyne - 2ÅÖÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ 2ÅÁÌÍ !ÍÉÄ .ÅÏÌÉÂÅÒÁÌÉÓÍȭÓ ÌÅÇÁÃÙȡ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ (ÏÕÓÉÎÇ 2ÅÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ 
at the West Park Apartments. 
 
Arlo Rucker - How Will Foraminiferal Calcification Respond to Ocean Alkalinity Enhancement?  A Modelling 
Based Approach. 
 

Sofia Slavonia -  Impacts of Olivine-Based Ocean Alkalinity Enhancement on Intertidal Benthic 
Foraminifera:  Assemblage Shifts, Morphological Change, and Growth Responses in a Microcosm Setting. 
 

Bridget Villamarin - 3ÅÅËÉÎÇ !ÓÙÌÕÍ ÉÎ Á Ȱ3ÐÁÃÅÌÅÓÓȱ #ÉÔÙȡ  4ÈÅ 2ÁÎÄÁÌÌȭÓ )ÓÌÁÎÄ (%22# #ÏÎÔÒÏÖÅÒÓÙȟ ΤΡΤΥ-
2025. 
 

Harrison Walker - Decrypting the Depths:  Analyzing the Morphology of Silica Gel Fluid Films Surrounding 
Diamond Inclusions with Raman Spectroscopy. 
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&ÁÃÕÌÔÙ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÁǟ 
 

 
 
Susan also got to cycle in Girona for the first time,  
and absolutely loved it!  
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One of NeilȭÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÉÓ ÅØÐÁÎÄÉÎÇ 6ÁÓÓÁÒȭÓ ÄÒÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÍÏÔÅ ÓÅÎÓÉÎÇ ÃÁÐÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȢ )Î 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ΤΡΤΧȟ 
he secured funds to acquire a new drone with an upgraded camera and GNSS receiver. Neil coordinated 
with Professor Michelle Tebolt to plan and execute a drone flight over the Shawangunk Ridge for her 
Spring 2026 course, Remote Sensing of Planetary Bodies. He then supported students through processing 
the imagery on Vassar's "Hopper" high-performance computing cluster to create orthomosaic maps and 
Υ$ ÖÉÓÕÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ !ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÈÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ (ÕÎÔÅÒ (ÁÒÒÉÓ ɉȭΤΨɊ ÉÎ ÕÔÉÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÅ× ÄÒÏÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ 
Hudson River shoreline thesis project. 
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