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To the Class of 2028

In a few short weeks, you will join a college community of other students, faculty, and
administrators eager to welcome you to Vassar. Planning for your academic and co-curricular
success at Vassar in the midst of this is also important to us. No doubt, you have already begun
reflecting on your own intellectual and personal goals for the next four years at Vassar. To be
prepared to meet them, you will need to think through, plan, and carry out an academic program
grounded in the broad tradition of liberal education.

The Dean of the College division is committed to helping you prepare and support you in meeting
all of your goals. The materials in this book will help you make good use of the time between now
and when you arrive on campus in August. As you read and work through them, | encourage you
to be in touch with any relevant offices to ask any questions or to ask for additional support.

You will also find instructions for pre-registering for your fall semester courses. Please read and
consider this material carefully. We encourage you to think about it while pre-registering for
classes and preparing the Statement of Academic Interests, which the Dean of First-Year
Students has requested you send before you arrive on campus. Your understanding of the
materials here, the Vassar College catalog, and your Statement of Academic Interests will provide
the basis for the critical discussions that you will have with your faculty pre-major advisor, your
house fellow, and the Dean of First-Year students when you arrive on campus in August.

We look forward to welcoming you to campus and to facilitating your smooth and enjoyable
transition into the Vassar community. Please be on the lookout for additional guidance and
recommendations from the College in the coming weeks on how to best pack and prepare for
your arrival on campus in August. | look forward to meeting each of you during your time at the
College as we forge ahead in the creation of a collective and beloved community.

Carlos Alamo-Pastrana

Dean of the College and Professor of Sociology

June 2024
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THE VASSAR FIRST YEAR

As you begin your first year of college, please consider the values of the community you are
about to join. The Vassar catalog states, "Vassar College seeks to sustain a community of
special character in which people of divergent views and backgrounds come together to study
and live in the proud tradition of a residential liberal arts college. Vassar students, working
closely with the faculty, enjoy the freedom to explore their intellectual and artistic passions, to
develop their powers of reason and imagination through the process of analysis and synthesis,
to effectively express their unique points of view, to challenge and rethink their own and others’
assumptions, and to struggle with complex questions that sometimes reveal conflicting truths.”
Vassar has set high goals, believing that its students are capable and eager to take on the
challenge. Vassar places considerable faith and control in the hands of its students and trusts
them to find their own way of taking the liberal arts education offered at Vassar and making it
uniquely their own. Given Vassar’s rich and varied curriculum, your education depends on
the care with which you plan your academic program. Your course selections should reflect
your interests and abilities but also acknowledge that your first year of study is a time for
intellectual exploration. We hope that in planning your fall semester courses, especially in
working with your pre-major advisor, you keep an open mind, remain flexible, and identify
numerous alternative course options that take advantage of the many possibilities Vassar
offers you.

General Education: Student Learning Goals

The faculty of Vassar College has recently approved the General Education Student Learning
Goals to help facilitate discussions amongst students, faculty, and the college community
regarding the meaning and goals of a liberal arts education at Vassar.

These goals are not fulfilled by any one course, department, or division but rather through the
entirety of a student's education at Vassar. They are meant to be interpreted broadly to
recognize the various approaches of the college's numerous disciplines and the ability of Vassar
students to make independent decisions with the guidance of their faculty advisors and mentors.
You are encouraged to strive for significant achievement in these four areas throughout your
time at Vassar. However, we understand that students will not achieve all these goals in the
same way or to the same extent. The learning goals listed below are helpful for pre-major
advising conversations and assist students in planning their comprehensive liberal education.



General Education Learning Goals
(adopted 2/3/21)

Independent Thinking, Creativity and Curiosity:
Students will

e Conduct original independent research using appropriate sources.
e Identify problems or issues for which there are complex, ambiguous, or
contradictory answers that lead to creative outcomes or innovative solutions.

Quantitative and Scientific Reasoning:
Students will

Construct, analyze, interpret, and evaluate subject matter using quantitative techniques.
Discern the kinds of questions that can be effectively addressed through
guantitative methods.
e Demonstrate scientific reasoning by applying inductive and/or deductive analysis
to evaluate a hypothesis.

Written Communication:
Students will

e Construct a clear persuasive written argument.
e Use appropriate conventions for different audiences.

Intercultural Competency and Language Proficiency:
Students will

e Demonstrate intercultural competency.
e Demonstrate proficiency in communication skills in a language other than English.

Diverse Ideas and Perspectives:
Students will

e Demonstrate the ability to explain and reflect on important issues within one’s own
social and cultural context and those of others.
Engage with ideas, beliefs, behaviors, values, or views that differ from one's own.
Function effectively and work collaboratively in diverse groups.

New Student Orientation

Classes are scheduled to begin this year on Tuesday, September 3. All new students are
expected to arrive at Vassar on Monday, August 26, the first day of New Student Orientation.
A detailed schedule for this year’s orientation activities may be found online on the Dean of First-
Year Students website.


http://deanoffirstyearstudents.vassar.edu/
http://deanoffirstyearstudents.vassar.edu/

The activities planned for the days and weeks before classes begin serve various social and
academic needs. During the summer, academic advising and class registration will take place at
different times and will be completed during Orientation Week. Other activities during New
Student Orientation on campus include general assemblies, residence house meetings, and
discussion groups designed to ease your transition to college life and inform you of the rights
and responsibilities of being a Vassar community member.

How to Use This Handbook

This handbook is designed to help you in your orientation to Vassar. Here, you will find the
academic information you will need to register for classes, including descriptions of Vassar’s
requirements and statements by academic departments and programs that will aid you in
choosing your classes. You should read through the “Academic Information” and
“Departments of Instruction and Multidisciplinary Programs” sections to familiarize
yourself with the great range of choices before you. The “Registration for Courses” section will
give you more specific information about the process by which you will pre-register for your
courses over the summer. General advising information will be available on the New Students
website and Moodle (Vassar’s Learning Management System). Please check them regularly for
new additions. Once you come to campus, you will have the opportunity to attend the many
advising sessions that are a part of orientation, and you will meet twice with your faculty advisor
during orientation to add to and revise your course selections. Final registration will take place
on Friday, August 30.

Only one requirement must be met in your first year: every new student is required to complete
at least one First-Year Writing Seminar. Please consult the “First-Year Writing Seminars”
section of this handbook for the 2024/25 offerings. The Vassar catalog, found online, is the
primary source for all information on the college's academic organization, graduation
requirements, course offerings, and so forth. If questions arise as you read what follows, please
also consult the catalog.

The next section of this handbook, “Academic, Residential Life, and Extracurricular Resources,”
contains a listing of the people and offices you might turn to with any questions. Additional
information about student life at Vassar, including a list of student organizations sponsored by
the Vassar Student Association, can be found in the College Regulations or Student Handbook,
available online. You may always call the Office of the Dean of First-Year Students at 845-437-
5258 with any questions.

Remember to complete your Statement of Academic Interests online by July 1. | will use
this information to assign you a faculty pre-major advisor.

I look forward to meeting you this fall.
Lioba Gerhardi
Dean of First-Year Students and Visiting Assistant Professor in German Studies


https://www.vassar.edu/new-students/first-year
https://www.vassar.edu/new-students/first-year
https://moodle.vassar.edu/
https://moodle.vassar.edu/
https://catalogue.vassar.edu/
https://catalogue.vassar.edu/
https://catalogue.vassar.edu/
https://offices.vassar.edu/dean-of-the-college/documents/college-regulations/
https://offices.vassar.edu/dean-of-the-college/documents/college-regulations/
https://offices.vassar.edu/dean-of-the-college/documents/college-regulations/
https://vassar.jotform.com/210884009285054

ACADEMIC, RESIDENTIAL LIFE, AND
EXTRACURRICULAR RESOURCES

“Can | take that 200-level course on Asian-American literature?”-"What should | do if I'm running a
fever and can't attend class?"-“My roommate and | don’t seem to have hit it off. Can we switch
roommates?”

Questions of all kinds arise as we navigate a new environment. Answers are readily available
from various resources; the information below will help you determine where to turn with a
particular question.

The Dean of First-Year Students

The Dean of First-Year Students is a member of the faculty at Vassar College and is responsible
for advising and guiding all first-year students on academic matters. She oversees academic
regulations that affect new students and serves on several faculty and administrative committees
that work toward the welfare of Vassar students. The Dean also assigns faculty pre-major
advisors and co-chairs the New Student Orientation Committee.

If you experience any personal, family, or medical difficulties that could affect your academic
performance, the Dean of First-Year Students will work closely with you to help you navigate the
college’s resources and support systems. She will advise you on the various options available for
some form of academic relief.

Any first-year student who needs to be away from campus due to an illness or family emergency
or is considering a leave of absence or withdrawal from Vassar should consult Lioba Gerhardi, the
Dean of First-Year Students.

Her office is located at the Office of the Dean of Studies (Main N-128) and is open on weekdays
from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. You can schedule an appointment by calling 845-437-5258 or emailing
deanoffirstyear@vassar.edu.

Faculty Advisors

The Dean of First-Year Students assigns you a faculty pre-major advisor based on the interests
that you list on the Statement of Academic Interests form, which you need to complete online
by July 1. (When you declare a major, most likely in your sophomore year, you will be re-
assigned to an advisor who teaches in the department or program of your major.)

You will have your first meeting with your pre-major advisor and fellow advisees on Tuesday,
August 27, to get to know each other and raise any questions you may have. On Thursday,
August 29, you will have an individual half-hour appointment with your advisor to finalize your
course selections before registration. Throughout the year, you will need to meet or correspond


mailto:deanoffirstyear@vassar.edu
https://vassar.jotform.com/210884009285054
https://vassar.jotform.com/210884009285054
https://vassar.jotform.com/210884009285054

with your advisor to obtain approval to add or drop a course, to elect a course under the non-
recorded option (NRO), to pre-register for the following semester, or to request any special
permission. Your pre-major advisor is also a valuable resource for general information about the
college and the curriculum. You should take some time to get to know your advisor and let them
get to know you.

At Vassar, there are many people available for academic advice, but you need to take the
initiative to seek out the specific information you need. While your pre-major advisor can help you
coordinate your individual program, no single faculty member can be expected to know everything
about Vassar’s vast and varied curriculum. If you need specific information about a course or a
department, you should speak to the appropriate professor or department chair. Individual
instructors and department or program representatives are available in their offices during the
semester's initial days and as the term progresses.

After orientation, it is your responsibility to schedule all appointments with your advisor. Know
your advisor’s office hours and arrange to meet with your advisor before all pertinent deadlines.
Most faculty members can be reached via email. If you cannot reach your advisor, instructor, or
department chair, please contact the department assistant to leave a message that you wish to
make an appointment.

The Dean of First-Year Students can answer more general questions about college policies and
procedures and your overall curricular planning throughout your years of study.

Libraries

As a Vassar student, you have access to fantastic library collections: books and journals, online
databases, sound recordings and music scores, films, rare books and manuscripts, and unique
digital collections. Vassar’s librarians are here to help you navigate the many resources and
services that are available to you so that you can enjoy all that our libraries have to offer. Visit
here to email or chat with a librarian or to schedule a research consultation.

The Main Library also houses a 24-hour study space, the Design and Collaboration Studio,
Archives and Special Collections, the Writing Center, and the Quantitative Reasoning Center. The
Art Library is located between the Main Library and Taylor Hall, while the Music Library can be
found in Skinner Hall.

The Learning, Teaching, and Research Center

The Learning, Teaching, and Research Center (LTRC) offers a coordinated set of activities—
workshops, programs, lectures, and small group consultations—that seek to bind the values of
equity, inclusion, and belonging within the ongoing work of deepening faculty and student capacity
for effective teaching and transformative learning.


http://go.vassar.edu/AskVCL

10

The LTRC connects students and faculty with one another across disciplines, recognizing that
both students and teachers are involved in learning, leading, and scholarship. The center’s
mission includes helping students realize their academic potential and achieve their educational
goals, as well as supporting faculty in their professional development.

The LTRC houses thriving peer-tutoring programs in writing, in quantitative reasoning, and is
working to develop a program of peer support for core academic skills. LTRC staff also design
and lead faculty development seminars informed by their work with students and encourage
faculty to see how their research informs their teaching and vice versa.

For more information, please visit the LTRC website.

Community-Engaged Learning

The Office of Community-Engaged Learning (OCEL) aims to build long-term, mutually beneficial
partnerships with community organizations in Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, and the greater
Hudson Valley. By developing and centering partnerships, the OCEL provides students with the
opportunity to learn alongside community partner organizations and make real-world connections
to enhance their academic experiences.

Community Engaged Learning (CEL) is a community-based educational opportunity aimed to
enhance learning through employing pedagogical strategies of structured critical reflection,
dialogic engagement, integration of academic learning goals, and connection to clearly articulated
community-desired outcomes and impact. In the CEL experience, students learn more about
social issues, work alongside community partners, combine their off-campus learning with guided
reflection under the mentorship of a faculty sponsor, and participate in critical community-engaged
learning on-campus workshops.

Students are eligible to receive either 0.5 unit (40 hours of community-based work and 30 hours
of academic work) or 1.0 unit of academic credit (80 hours of community-based work and 60
hours of academic work) in the department of their faculty sponsor. Community-engaged learning
is supervised by a faculty member who assists the student in developing an academic framework
to support the community-based experience, evaluates the merit of the proposed community-
engaged learning, determines the amount of credit given, and decides upon the academic
requirements for the awarding of credit.

Students are required to meet with the OCEL to discuss their academic and community
engagement interests. The OCEL will connect students to local community partner organizations.
If a student is interested in connecting with an organization outside of our local and long-standing
community-based partner organizations, students will be required to submit a proposal to the
OCEL for review.

Students are required to attend the OCEL’s pedagogical workshops grounded in critical
community-engaged learning and ethical and responsible community engagement practices.


https://offices.vassar.edu/ltrc/
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Students, faculty sponsors, and community-based supervisors will co-create a Community-
Engaged Learning agreement (CELA). The CELA mirrors best practices of supporting strong
partnerships, critical reflection, and a meaningful and high-impact CEL experience. In the CELA,
students will articulate their interests and learning goals and work with their supervisors and
faculty sponsors to think holistically about how the community-based experience weaves into their
academic journey at Vassar.

All CEL is ungraded (Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory) and can be done during the academic year or in
the summer. Students may not apply for retroactive community-engaged learning credit. CEL is
open to second semester first years, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Students can register for
CEL during pre-registration or the add/drop period. Please see the academic calendar for dates.
Students should also consult their academic advisors and majors requirements prior to adding
CEL.

For more information about the range of Community-Engaged Learning opportunities, please visit
the Office of Community-Engaged Learning in Main N-165, phone 845-437-5280, or visit the
Community-Engaged Learning website. For more information about the process, current
opportunities, and forms, please visit the OCEL website.

Career Education

The Center for Career Education (CCE), located on the first floor of Main Building, south wing, S-
170, supports students as they explore their interests, define their career goals, and seek their
next opportunity for personal growth and professional development. The CCE houses a variety of
resources for locating summer and postgraduate opportunities and making connections between
your college experience and the world of work. Our services and programs focus on the following
areas:

e Supporting career exploration and self-assessment (defining your interests, skills,
values, and goals)
Educating about internship and job search documents, processes, and strategies
Providing resources for locating internships and summer jobs, as well as post-graduate
opportunities

e Creating opportunities for students to engage with alums for career connections and
mentorship

e Supporting the graduate school, law school, and medical school research and
application process

e Supporting students in their pursuit of Vassar funding and fellowships as well as
nationally competitive fellowship opportunities

Because life-work planning is a continual process, we offer assistance throughout your college
years as well as after you graduate. We encourage first-year students to engage with the Center
for Career Education early and often in their time at Vassar. Whether you are thinking about a
summer internship, deciding on a major, or simply exploring options to gain experience, you can


http://bit.ly/vassarocel
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use the CCE'’s staff, resources, and extensive network of alums to assist with your plans. Check
out Handshake, the CCE’s internship/job database and event calendar.

Appointments with our friendly staff are available Monday through Friday and may be scheduled
via Handshake or by stopping by the office (located in Main S-170). Same-day drop-in

appointments are available Monday through Friday, 1:30-4:00 pm when classes are in session.

For more information, visit the CCE website, email CCE@vassar.edu, or call (845) 437-5285.

Associate Dean of the College for Student Living and
Wellness

The Associate Dean of the College for Student Living and Wellness oversees several aspects of
the non-academic lives of Vassar students, including the Counseling Service, Health Service,
Health Promotion and Education, The Offices of Residential Life, Care Management, Advocacy,
Resources (CARE), and Support Advocacy and Violence Prevention (SAVP). Their primary
responsibility is to ensure that Vassar students have access to the resources they need to thrive
personally and academically.

As an advocate for students, the Associate Dean regularly meets with the student services
directors reporting to them. Together, they establish the goals and priorities of each office. The
Associate Dean also tri-chairs the New Student Orientation Committee with the Dean of First-Year
Students and the Associate Dean of the College for Student Growth and Engagement. They
oversee the community expectations system and work to support new students as they transition
to college life.

Overall, the Associate Dean of the College for Student Living and Wellness is here to support
students in any way they can. They are committed to providing a welcoming and comforting
environment for all students and encourage anyone who needs support or assistance to reach out
to any of the services under their purview.

For more information, visit the Office of Student Living and Wellness website.

Student Support Network

The Associate Dean also convenes weekly Student Support Network (SSN) meetings to
coordinate helping resources for students whose behavior indicates they may be in serious
trouble. The core SSN group comprises the Associate Dean of the College for Student Living and
Wellness, the Dean of Studies, the Director of Residential Education, the Director of CARE, and
the Director of Counseling Service. Other administrators are invited as appropriate.

The SSN members may share information about students who appear to be in distress or crisis.
The group then determines how best to support the student or students. The Associate Dean and


https://vassar.joinhandshake.com/
https://offices.vassar.edu/career-education/
mailto:CCE@vassar.edu
https://offices.vassar.edu/dean-of-student-living-and-wellness/
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their team understand that confidentiality is crucial. Therefore, confidential information is not
shared by the Counseling Service, Health Service, or the Director of Health Promotion and
Education.

The Office of Residential Life

The Office of Residential Life coordinates all aspects of the residential experience at Vassar. The
Residential Life staff is responsible for community development, student leadership, room
assignments, residential house furnishings and equipment, health and safety in the halls, and the
development and implementation of college policies. Members of the Residential Life staff can be
contacted at the central office in Main C-120 or by telephone at 845-437-5860.

For more information, please visit the Office of Residential Life website.

House Advisors

House Advisors are administrators serving as professional liaisons between the Houses and the
Office of Residential Life. House Advisors, like House Fellows, live in the Houses amongst
students and are dedicated full-time to the holistic support of all residents. Typically, they hold
master’s degrees in the field of higher education administration and/or college student
development. House Advisors supervise the House Student Advisors, Student Fellows, and
Community Fellows. They advise the House Team, adjudicate student conduct meetings, serve
as the Administrator-on-Call for emergency response, develop educational/social/recreational
programming, serve as facilitators of our residential curriculum (H.O.M.E.), mediate conflicts, and
more.

House Fellows

House Fellows are faculty members who live in the residential houses. They function as members
of the residential community who offer perspective, build relationships with students, and counsel.
House Fellows also serve to broaden and extend the contact between faculty and students in
informal and non-academic areas. House Fellow Interns are student leaders selected to support
the programmatic endeavors of the house fellows in each house.

House Student Advisors

In each house, a House Student Advisor, usually a member of the junior or senior class, works
along with the House Advisor and House Team. They have been a member of the House Team
before and give guidance to the Student Fellows, Community Fellows, House Fellow Interns, and
House Events Officer. They provide advice, suggestions, and additional support for current House
Team members and are a visible leader in the House for all residents. House Student Advisors
are involved in the selection, training, and advising of the Student Fellows and Community
Fellows in their building, and they facilitate weekly Student Fellow meetings in their House.


https://offices.vassar.edu/residential-life/

14

Student Fellows

Student Fellows serve as peer mentors to a group of first-year students and assist them
holistically in adjusting to the academic, social, and personal challenges and triumphs a student
may encounter in their first year at college. Student Fellows are assigned to a cohort of first-year
students who live near them in the residential house. There are also Student Fellows for new
transfer, visiting, and exchange students in Cushing House. They serve as guides throughout
New Student Orientation, as well as act as a consistent source of support throughout a student’s
entire first year at Vassar. They are trained in referring students to helpful resources, empathic
listening techniques, peer support, community development, conflict resolution, and more.

Community Fellows

Community Fellows are peer advisors to returning sophomore, junior, and senior students in the
Houses, specifically focusing on outreach, advocacy, and programming. They are supervised by
House Advisors and advised by House Student Advisors. The major role of a Community Fellow
as a peer resource is to be readily available and visible within the House. Community Fellows get
to know their residents personally to understand their various needs and interests, and to create a
positive community atmosphere. One of their major responsibilities is putting on programming for
their residents to create a welcoming environment for all students. They also serve as facilitators
of the residential curriculum (H.O.M.E.).

House Fellow Interns

House Fellow Interns work with the live-in faculty members of the House. House Fellow Interns
build bridges between academics and lived experiences by organizing unique intellectual and
social programs for their house community. They often find opportunities to connect students to
the larger campus and surrounding communities, such as the Hudson Valley and New York City.
House Fellow and House Fellow Interns work hard to show how there are just as many learning
opportunities outside the classroom as during classes.

House Events Officers

Each House elects one House Events Officer through the student government, VSA. The House
Events Officer collaborates closely with the Office of Residential Life and House Team while also
serving on the VSA. House Events Officers will lead programming efforts to create opportunities
within the House for students to connect with the House Team and one another. They also
facilitate weekly House Team meetings for their House.

For more information on Residential Life, please visit the Office of Residential Life website.



https://offices.vassar.edu/residential-life/
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Counseling Service

The Counseling Service provides a variety of services to help students and the campus
community handle the challenges associated with academics, college life, and personal
development. Services include short-term individual, couple, and group counseling, walk-in-clinic
same-day appointments, workshops, crisis intervention, educational programs, consultation,
assessment, and referral to off-campus services. Services are free for students. The Counseling
Service welcomes all students and embraces a philosophy of diversity.

Counselors are trained mental health professionals who work with students to explore personal
problems and concerns in a secure and private setting. Students come to the Counseling Service
for a variety of reasons, including relationship problems with parents, peers, or partners;
depression; anxiety; alcohol and other drug use and abuse; coming out and transition issues;
campus climate concerns; identity concerns; stress; concerns about academic progress or
direction; or assistance in planning for the future.

Counselors sometimes refer students to resources outside of the Vassar community, depending
on the student's needs and the Counseling Service's limitations. Students referred for treatment
off campus may use their health insurance to defray the cost. Off-campus services are the
responsibility of the student and/or the student’s family. Students from low-income backgrounds
can access the Mental Health and Wellness Fund through the CARE Office to assist in paying for
co-payments for off-campus appointments.

The Counseling Service’s consulting psychiatrist is available for limited psychiatric services for
students who are receiving counseling at the Counseling Service by referral from a counselor. If
continuing psychiatric services are required, a referral is made to a private off-campus
psychiatrist.

Confidentiality is of the highest priority at the Counseling Service and is strictly maintained within
specific legal limits. Counseling records are separate from academic and medical records at the
college and are not available to college offices outside of the Counseling Service. Since email is
not a secure medium and confidentiality of email cannot be guaranteed, the Counseling Service
recommends that you consider this when communicating about matters of a personal or
confidential nature.

Please also refer to the Counseling Service website for additional information and for self-help
resources.

The Counseling Service, located in Metcalf House, is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 am-5:00
pm during the academic year and closes during breaks and the summer. Call 845-437-5700 to
schedule an appointment.

If you are in crisis during office hours, call 845-437-5700 and explain that you need to speak to a
counselor urgently. A counselor-on-call is also available 24/7 for counseling support and crisis


https://offices.vassar.edu/counseling-service/
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intervention and can be accessed by calling the Campus Response Center at 845-437-7333 and
requesting to be connected with the counselor-on-call.

Office of Health Promotion and Education

The Office of Health Promotion and Education believes that health is a vital part of learning. We
believe students’ ability to thrive academically and personally depends on their state of mind,
body, and overall well-being. We work to provide a campus environment and a range of
educational programs where students are able to make decisions that sustain and enhance their
health, prevent disease, and reduce risky behaviors. We are committed to empowering students
to make informed decisions in a wide range of health-related fields, including mental health,
sexual health, exercise and nutrition, and alcohol and other drugs, while respecting their choices
without judgment.

The Office of Health Promotion and Education is located in Main Building South 180 (Live Well
Lounge). The office is open from 9:00 am-5:00 pm during the academic year and can be reached
at 845-437-7769. Students are welcome to stop by or email us at apesavento@vassar.edu for
information about health and wellness topics, or to schedule a one-on-one consultation with
Andrea Pesavento, the Director of Health Promotion and Education.

For more information, please visit the Office of Health Promotion and Education website.

Case Coordination, Advocacy, Resources and
Education (CARE Office)

The CARE Office (Care Coordination, Advocacy, Resources, and Education) at Vassar provides
compassionate and individualized Care Coordination support to any student going through a
challenging time or experiencing distress. We believe that holistic support and connection to
resources on campus and in the community are essential to a student’s overall wellness and their
ability to thrive both academically and personally. We are committed to empowering students to
attend to their needs holistically and access support services by providing a safe space focused
on supportive care, advocacy, resources, and education. We provide support for a variety of
needs, including difficulties adjusting to campus, navigating multiple offices on campus,
connecting to resources on and off campus, as well as emotional support. Although Care
Coordination is not counseling, it works closely with Counseling and other offices to ensure
students are receiving the care and support they need. If your student is experiencing a
challenging time or if they would like to discuss resources available to them both on-campus and
off-campus, they can contact the CARE Office at care@vassr.edu to schedule an appointment.

The CARE Office is located in Main S180. The sign on the glass door is the Live Well Lounge.
The office is open from 9:00 am-5:00 pm during the academic year. Students are welcome to stop
by or email care @vassar.edu for information about services offered or to schedule a one-on-one
consultation. For more information, please visit the CARE Office website.
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The Support, Advocacy, and Violence Prevention Office

The Support, Advocacy, and Violence Prevention (SAVP) Office provides individualized support
and advocacy to survivors of sexual violence, intimate partner violence, relationship abuse, dating
violence, or sexual harassment, past or present. The SAVP Office also provides support to
friends, family, or other direct supporters of someone impacted by interpersonal violence. In
addition to providing support and advocacy, the SAVP Office oversees campus prevention
programming, including bystander intervention training, consent education, healthy relationship
education, community awareness, and other workshops for students, faculty, staff, and
administrators.

The SAVP Office is staffed by two full-time employees, the SAVP Director and the SAVP Program
Coordinator. The office also oversees SAVP Advocates, who are trained Vassar faculty,
administrators, and staff who are available 24/7 for support. The SAVP Director, SAVP Program
Coordinator, and SAVP Advocates serve as private resources to support members of the Vassar
community who are survivors or who are supporters of survivors. As private resources, advocates
do not release identifying information about anyone who accesses services unless there is an
immediate concern about the safety of an individual or the campus. The SAVP Director, SAVP
Program Coordinator, and SAVP Advocates are required to maintain depersonalized information
for federal Clery data, but this information does not include students’ identifying information.

The SAVP Office coordinates prevention education for the campus community throughout the
year. The SAVP Director, SAVP Program Coordinator, and student employees in the office
collaborate with a variety of on- and off-campus offices, as well as student organizations, to
develop and implement training and violence prevention initiatives. This includes training for
house teams, student-athletes, student organizations, first-year students, faculty, staff, and
administrators.

SAVP Advocates can be reached 24/7 by calling the Campus Response Center at 845-437-7333
and asking to speak with the SAVP Advocate on call.

To schedule an appointment for support and advocacy, you can email savp@vassar.edu.

To request a workshop or training for your student organization, office, department, or other
group, you can email savp@vassar.edu to be put in touch with our programming team.

The SAVP Office is located on the first floor of Main Building, in office S185. For more information,
please visit the SAVP Office website.
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Health Service

The Health Service department, located in Baldwin House, provides medical and nursing care by
qualified personnel, including physician assistants, nurse practitioners, nurses, and medical
assistants under the guidance of a supervising physician. Health Service hours are 9:00 am-5:00
pm Monday through Friday, and 12:00pm—4:00 pm on Saturday and Sunday during the academic
year.

Services offered include treatment of acute illness or injury, chronic disease management,
gynecological care, gender-affirming care, travel health consultations, sports physicals, medical
evaluations for disordered eating conditions, immunizations, allergy injections, and lab draws.
Routine primary care is offered with referral to local specialists or hospitals when needed.
Reproductive services offered on-campus include contraceptive counseling, long-acting reversible
contraceptive placement and removal, HIV prophylaxis consultation and management, and
routine sexual health testing. Health promotion and disease prevention are emphasized through a
variety of on-campus programs.

Appointments can be scheduled during office hours by calling 845-437-5800. Select services are
available through self-scheduling on the patient portal. Emergencies and urgent concerns can be
seen on a walk-in basis when the Health Service is open. When the Health Service is closed,
students may call the Campus Response Center (CRC) at 845-437-7333 for emergencies or 845-
437-5221 for non-emergent concerns. The CRC will dispatch the Vassar Emergency Medical
Technician and Vassar College Emergency Medical Services. A member of the Health Service
medical staff is always on call outside of routine clinic hours.

For more information, please visit the Health Services website or email health@vassar.edu.

Enrolled students can register for the Health Services Patient Portal.

Office for Accessibility and Educational Opportunity
(AEO)

Many Vassar students need accommodations or support services because of a diagnosed
learning difference, ADHD, chronic medical condition, vision or hearing loss, mobility or
orthopedic impairment, psychological diagnosis, or because they are in recovery from substance
abuse. The Office for Accessibility and Educational Opportunity (AEO) is committed to helping
coordinate and provide necessary accommodations, auxiliary aids, and services to qualified
students with documented disabilities to ensure equal access to and opportunity for full
participation in the academic and residential life of the college.

Students in need of disability-related accommodations or services may self-identify at any time to
the Office for Accessibility and Educational Opportunity. To receive academic accommodations at
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the start of the fall semester, please register with the office as early as June 15, 2024, and
throughout the summer. To receive housing accommodations prior to housing placement of first-
years, students must register and submit documentation no later than June 15, 2024. Students
must provide the college with enough time to understand their need for accommodations or
services, review disability documentation that supports the request for accommodation, work to
put in place approved accommodations, and, if necessary, identify alternatives or make
adjustments if the requested accommodation is not appropriate, creates an undue burden, or
would result in a substantial modification to an essential requirement of a course, program, or
activity. Accommodations are effective from the date of approval and cannot be put in place
retroactively.

All accommodation and service decisions are based on the nature of the student’s disability,
supporting documentation, and current needs as they relate to the specific requirements of the
course, program, or activity. Commonly offered accommodations and support services include,
but are not limited to:

e Exam accommodations (e.g., extended time on scheduled exams, reduced-distraction
test environment, use of a computer for essay exams, etc.)

Alternative print formats (e.g., audio files, e-text, Braille)

Peer notetaker service

Modified course load

Housing (e.g., single room, accessible room, air conditioner, ESA)

Meal plan accommodations

Assistive listening devices, remote closed captioning, sign language interpreters

Please contact the Office for Accessibility and Educational Opportunity to learn more about our
services and inform us of your accommodation needs or concerns. We regularly schedule phone
calls, video conferencing, and in-person meetings with incoming students throughout the summer.

The office is open Monday through Friday, 8:30 am-5:00 pm during the academic year and by
appointment during the summer. For more information, please email aco@vassar.edu, call 845-
437-7584 or visit the AEO Office website.

The Office of Religious and Spiritual Life and
Contemplative Practices

The Office of Religious and Spiritual Life and Contemplative Practices (RSLCP) provides
programming and support for eleven different student religious groups at Vassar, supports a wide
range of religious and civic communities and initiatives on campus, and plays an important role as
a college liaison to the mid-Hudson Valley community. RSLCP staff members are available for
pastoral counseling and spiritual guidance for any concern or question students may have. The
RSLCP staff currently includes an associate dean, a director for Jewish Life (and assistant
director in RSLCP), an advisor for Muslim Student Life, affiliate advisors for our Episcopal, Roman
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Catholic, and Chabad Jewish communities, a faculty advisor for the Buddhist Sangha, and an
office administrator.

In April of 2022, the office moved into its renovated home in Pratt House, a former residence now
newly designed as a space of respite, gathering, and contemplative practices. Pratt now serves
as a place to linger over a cup of tea, enjoy communal meals, and experience a wide array of
student-initiated practices, gatherings, and discussions (Pratt is located between The Aula and
Cushing House). Other RSLCP spaces include the Chapel, next to the President’s House; the
Bayit, Vassar’s home for Jewish campus life, at 51 Collegeview Avenue; and the Muslim Prayer
Space in the Old Laundry Building (enter by the ground floor entrance on the north side of the
building).

For more information, please visit the RSLCP Office website, email rsl@vassar.edu, or call 845-
437-5550.

Office of Student Growth and Engagement

Student Growth & Engagement (SGE) fosters inclusive learning and living environments as
integral components of a liberal arts education for Vassar students. SGE facilitates efforts to
promote an environment that helps all students thrive with particular attention to those served by
affinity resources such as Summer Engagement and Orientation, the ALANA Center, Office of
International Services (OIS), the LGBTQ+ Center, the FLI+ Program, and the Women’s Center.
SGE proactively designs and implements student engagement opportunities, which guide
intellectual and personal development, to ease the transition to college and promote belonging for
all students at Vassar. The Dean of SGE is also one of the chairs of New Student Orientation. The
SGE student lounge, study area, and office are located in Main C110. Please reach out to Dean
Wendy Maragh Taylor, Associate Dean of the College for Student Growth & Engagement, for
more information: wmaraghtaylor@vassar.edu, and Brenda Vasquez-Tavarez, SGE Office
Specialist: bvasqueztavarez@vassar.edu.

The Jeh Johnson ALANA Cultural Center provides myriad resources and programs to enhance
the campus life and academic experiences of African-American/Black, Latinx, Asian/Asian-
American, and Native American and Indigenous students. The center provides a comfortable
gathering space for student organizations that support students of color and offers opportunities
for leadership development, intra-cultural and cross-cultural dialogues, community-building,
lectures, and Heritage Month programs. The center is a freestanding building adjacent to the
Powerhouse Theater.
What are its achievements?

e Over the last decade, we have seen the growth of 21 different student organizations

e Renovation of the space

e Increased connection of the student body to the space

e Connections to the Poughkeepsie community
Events/Programming/Initiatives
The ALANA Center hosts a plethora of events. Some include but are not limited to:
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Brunches/luncheons
Public lectures
Information sessions
Social mixers
Heritage Month celebrations
ALANA student leader retreats
ALANA Block Party
ALANA Fest
Panel discussions
e Screenings and discussion
Please reach out to Nicole Beveridge, Director of the ALANA Cultural Center, for more
information: nbeveridge@vassar.edu, and Amanda Cora, Program Manager of the ALANA
Cultural Center, acora@vassar.edu, Sophie McNutt, Administrative Assistant of the ALANA
Cultural Center: smcnutt@vassar.edu.

The Office of International Services (OIS) offers a full range of resources for international
students and scholars, including advice and assistance in visa, immigration, tax, employment,
cultural and general matters. The office, located in College Center 238, supports international
students in developing a sense of belonging and adjusting to and embracing a new culture. OIS
works to involve and engage all members of the campus community in events, workshops, and
other opportunities to share the wealth of global perspectives and experiences. The OIS Lounge,
College Center 237, provides a space of belonging and engagement. Please contact Andrew
Meade, Director of International Services, for more information at anmeade@vassar.edu, and
Yousra Khan, OIS Office Specialist: yokhan@vassar.edu.

The LGBTQ+ Center oversees LGBTQ+ Resources at the College. The LGBTQ+ Center, located
in College Center 213, is a place for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and questioning
students to relax, socialize, and learn. The Center hosts discussions, lectures, and social events;
provides meeting space for various student organizations; and has a robust library of LGBTQ+
related books. Please reach out to Julian Vela, Director of the LGBTQ Center, for more
information: jvela@vassar.edu.

The FLI Program supports first-generation, low-income, and/or undocumented students at the
college from matriculation through graduation. The Program hosts events and workshops, fosters
faculty relationships, builds community, and helps students navigate the college landscape. Many
participants begin their FLI involvement in the week before orientation, during the program’s
Foundations Week, but a student who identifies as first-generation, low-income, and/or
undocumented can choose to engage with the Program at any time throughout their Vassar
career. The FLI Office is located in Main C110, and the FLI Living Room (student lounge) is
located in Josselyn House on the 2nd floor, through the Multipurpose Room in 234. Please
contact Michelle Quock, Director of the FLI Program, for more information: mguock@vassar.edu.

For more information about Student Growth & Engagement, please visit the Office of Student
Growth & Engagement website.
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Student Employment

Student Employment (Human Resources, Baldwin House 300) offers part-time, on-campus
employment in departments throughout the college. Part-time, off-campus community service
employment opportunities are also available for students with certain work-study awards.
Students who qualify for work-study receive first-priority consideration for campus jobs at the start
of each semester. The remaining jobs are available for any student who wishes to work. In
general, students work an average of eight hours per week. Students may choose to work in the
fall semester, spring semester, or for the entire academic year. Job registration for the academic
year begins in late summer. Registration for break positions (i.e., winter, spring, summer) occurs
several times throughout the year and is available for students who meet the eligibility
requirements set for each break period. Prior to beginning work at Vassar, students must
complete the 1-9 and W-4 forms.

For more information, please visit the Student Employment website at the Student Employment
website, email stuemp@vassar.edu, or visit during office hours (MWF, 1 pm-4 pm).

Athletics and Physical Education

Facilities

The Athletics and Fitness Center (AFC) is a 53,000-square-foot facility that houses a 1,200-
seat gymnasium that is the home to the men’s and women’s basketball programs. An elevated
running track, a 5,000-square-foot training and cardiovascular facility, a multipurpose room, locker
facilities, administrative offices, and a laundry/uniform room are also located in the AFC.

Walker Field House, a 42,250-square-foot facility adjacent to the AFC, features a six-lane
swimming pool with a separate diving well and a field house boasting an indirectly lit,
multipurpose playing surface that can be configured as five indoor tennis courts, basketball or
volleyball courts, and a practice and competition site for the fencing programs. The building also
has additional locker rooms and a sports medicine facility. Walker Field House is home to the
men’s and women’s swimming and diving teams and the men’s and women'’s fencing teams,
serves as a practice site and intramural site, and hosts most physical education classes
throughout the year.

Kenyon Hall contains six international squash courts, a volleyball facility with a Sport CourtTM
playing surface, a varsity student-athlete weight room, a satellite athletic training facility, locker
rooms, and coaches’ offices. Kenyon Hall is home to the men’s and women’s squash and men’s
and women'’s volleyball teams.

On-campus outdoor facilities include a nine-hole golf course (reduced rates for Vassar students,
faculty, and staff), 12 outdoor tennis courts, and numerous playing fields. The Prentiss Sports
Complex has a quarter-mile, all-weather track that surrounds a turf field for field hockey and
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women’s lacrosse, a competition grass lacrosse/soccer field, and a baseball field, as well as
three grass practice fields. The J.L. Weinberg Field Sports Pavilion includes six locker rooms,
an athletic training facility, and a laundry facility. The Vassar College Farm features two rugby
fields and practice grids and is home to the men’s and women’s cross-country running course.

Competition

Varsity/NCAA Sanctioned. The college supports 25 varsity teams. There are sports programs
for both men and women in basketball, cross-country, fencing, lacrosse, soccer, squash,
swimming and diving, tennis, indoor/outdoor track, and volleyball. The women’s program also
includes field hockey and golf, and the men’s program includes baseball. Students expecting to
try out for an intercollegiate sports team need to complete all medical and eligibility paperwork,
including an on-campus medical examination. The clearance process must take place prior to
participation in any practices. Practices for some fall sports may begin prior to classes. Please
contact Kaitlin Leach, Deputy Director of Athletics, Director of Student-Athlete Welfare & Senior
Woman Administrator, at kleach@vassar.edu, with any questions.

Varsity Club Rugby and Rowing. Men’s and women’s rugby and rowing are varsity club sports
under the auspices of the director of athletics and physical education. Participation in these
programs requires a participation fee. Students expecting to try out for club sports need to
complete all medical and eligibility paperwork, including an on-campus medical examination. The
clearance process must take place prior to participation in any practices. Practices for some fall
sports may begin prior to classes. Please contact Kaitlin Leach, Deputy Director of Athletics,
Director of Student-Athlete Welfare & Senior Woman Administrator, at kleach@vassar.edu, with
any guestions.

Recreation

Our Intramural Program offers various leagues and tournaments to the whole Vassar
community. Some of the sports offered throughout the academic year include indoor soccer,
outdoor soccer, 3-on-3 basketball, 5-on-5 basketball, volleyball, wiffleball, badminton, floor
hockey, golf, tennis, table tennis, and more. All registrations are done through the Vassar
IMLeagues website, and you can follow us on Instagram at @VassarRec. Please contact Mike
Callahan at 845-437-7471 or at micallahan@vassar.edu for additional information.

Our Life Fitness Program offers more than 40 hours of non-credit fithess classes in many areas
each week, including strength training, Pilates, Zumba, PiYo, judo, self-defense, yoga, and non-
contact boxing. All Life Fitness classes are free for Vassar students. We also offer free stress-
buster classes at the end of each semester. Registrations are required for all Life Fithess classes
and are done through the Vassar IMLeagues website; you can follow us on Instagram at
@VassarRec. Please contact Mike Callahan at 845-437-7471 or micallahan@vassar.edu for
additional information.
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ACADEMIC INFORMATION

This section of the handbook provides important information to help you decide on the courses
you wish to take in your first semester. As you peruse the academic information and department
descriptions, keep in mind the goals and purposes of your education. To quote the Vassar
mission statement, the college aims to provide an education “that inspires each individual to lead
a purposeful life. The College makes possible an education that promotes analytical, informed,
and independent thinking and sound judgment; encourages articulate expression; and nurtures
intellectual curiosity, creativity, respectful debate and engaged citizenship.”

Registration instructions can be found at the end of this section. Please read the following
information carefully before registering. If you have any questions, you can refer to the online
Vassar course catalog.

Graduation Requirements

There are four Vassar graduation requirements beyond those in your major:

First-Year Writing Seminar Requirement

All first-year students are required to complete at least one First-Year Writing Seminar in their first
two semesters of study. These seminars provide a small class setting where students can
develop critical thinking skills together with other first-year students who are adjusting to college
work. The courses, which are offered in various disciplines, are only available to first-year
students and have a maximum enrollment of 17. Particular attention is given to writing as an
intellectual process and the effective expression of ideas in both written and oral form. For a list of
Fall 2024 courses, please refer to the "First-Year Writing Seminars" section in this handbook.
Only fall semester courses are currently listed, but new courses will be added for the spring.

Quantitative Course Requirement

Facility in quantitative reasoning is an important component of a liberal arts education.
Quantitative reasoning includes the ability to understand and evaluate arguments framed in
gquantitative or numerical terms, to analyze subject matter using quantitative techniques, to
construct and evaluate quantitative arguments of one’s own, and to make reasoned judgments
about the kinds of questions that can be effectively addressed through quantitative methods.

Accordingly, all Vassar students are required before their third year to complete at least one unit
of coursework that shall develop or extend the student’s facility in quantitative reasoning.
Qualifying courses are designated by the faculty and are noted in the schedule of classes.
Exemption from this requirement may be granted to students who have completed equivalent
coursework as certified by the Dean of Studies.
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Courses that fulfill the quantitative requirement are marked in the schedule of classes with a QA.
Select “Quantitative Analysis” from the “Select a Course Type” drop-down menu in the online
schedule of classes (AskBanner) to list all such courses.

Foreign Language Proficiency Requirement

Recognizing the unique importance in undergraduate education of the study of foreign languages,
the Vassar curriculum provides for both study of and concentration in Chinese, French, German,
Greek, Italian, Japanese, Latin, Russian, and Spanish. In addition, students may learn Arabic,
Hebrew, Korean, Old English, and - through the Self-Instructional Language Program - American
Sign Language, Hindi, Irish, Portuguese, Swahili, Swedish, and Yiddish.

All students whose first language is English are required to demonstrate proficiency in a foreign
language prior to the start of their final year. Departmental proficiency examinations will be given
during the first week of classes in the fall semester; the exact time and location will be listed in the
orientation schedule. Other methods by which you may meet this requirement are listed in the
‘Registration for Courses’ section. Please note that many study abroad programs require at least
two years of college-level language instruction.

Distribution Requirements

All Vassar students are expected to reflect both depth and breadth in their course
selection. Depth is demonstrated by completing a major field of concentration; breadth is
demonstrated by taking courses across the four curricular divisions—arts, foreign
languages and literatures, social sciences, and natural sciences—and in
multidisciplinary programs. To graduate, you will be required to elect at least 50% of your
work outside of your major and 25% of your work outside the division in which you major. For
example, a history major must complete at least 16 of the 32 units in courses outside of the
history department and 8 of the 32 units in courses not in the social sciences. Advanced
Placement credits are not permitted to count toward fulfillment of the distribution requirement.
You should also be aware that all candidates for Phi Beta Kappa honors must demonstrate
breadth and substance of coursework outside the major in addition to overall academic
excellence. You should consider taking courses in all curricular divisions and the
multidisciplinary programs during your first year and not take two courses in a single
department in the same semester. As you consider your course selections for your first two
years, you should be sure to include introductory work in any department or program in which
you might major. All students must declare a major by the end of their fourth semester;
applicants for education abroad must declare by December of their sophomore year.



26

Pre-Matriculation Credit

Pre-matriculation credit may be awarded for college-level work completed before a student has
matriculated at Vassar. The category of college-level work is a broad one that includes 1) Exam-
Based Credit and 2) College Work.

1) Exam-Based Pre-Matriculation Credit

Exams include Advanced Placement exams (APs) and International Baccalaureate (IB).
Vassar also recognizes GCE/Cambridge Advanced Level examinations (A Levels), the
French Baccalaureate, the German Abitur, and the Caribbean Advanced Proficiency
Examination (CAPE).

AP Credit

You may be eligible for college credit if you have taken CEEB Advanced Placement
examinations. Your advanced placement score(s) must be sent directly to the Office of the
Dean of First-Year Students from Advanced Placement Services, Box 6671, Princeton, N.J.
08541-6671 (telephone 609-771-7300).

The general policy is that students will receive 1.0 unit of pre-matriculation transfer credit for
every score of 4 or 5, up to a maximum of 2.0 units of exam-based pre-matriculation credit.
Admission into higher-level courses on the basis of AP credit is at the discretion of the
individual department.

Please refer to this handbook's “Departments of Instruction and Multidisciplinary Programs”
section for department-specific AP information.

Note: Scores will not appear on the transcript for Advanced Placement credit, only the
department, exam name, and units transferred.

International Baccalaureate Program (IB)

Scores achieved for the Higher Level International Baccalaureate examinations are eligible for
pre-matriculation transfer credit. Students who achieved a score of 5, 6, or 7 on an IB HL exam
will receive 1.0 unit of transfer credit, up to the maximum of 2.0 units of exam-based pre-
matriculation credit.

Other International Exams

Entering first-year students who have taken A-level examinations, the French Baccalaureate, the
German Abitur, or the Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination (CAPE) should consult the
Office of the Dean of Studies in September to discuss the possibility of transfer credit.

A maximum of 2.0 units of exam-based pre-matriculation credit will be awarded.
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2) Credit for College Work Done Prior to Matriculation at

Vassar
Although many colleges and secondary schools offer programs in which students may earn credit
toward a college degree, not all of these programs meet Vassar’s criteria for transfer credit.
College or university courses completed while a student was attending high school must meet the
following requirements to be eligible for transfer credit:

The course was taught on the college campus

It was taught in person (not online or hybrid)

It was taught by a college professor

The course was in a classroom with undergraduate students (not only high school
students)

e The course is not included on the high school transcript

The minimum grade required for any course to be eligible for transfer credit is C.

A total of 6.0 units of pre-matriculation credit of any type will be awarded. This can consist
of 6.0 units of transfer credit from college courses taken prior to matriculation or some
combination of transfer credits and exam-based credits. However, no more than 2.0 units of
exam-based credit can count towards the total of 6.0 units.

Students may not apply for transfer credit for these courses until after they matriculate and are
active students at Vassar.

Any questions about pre-matriculation credit should be directed to the Office of the Dean of
Studies (845-437-7553) or email deanoffirstyear@vassar.edu.

Advanced Course Placement

Each department decides how much advanced standing a student who has taken AP or done
other substantial work in that field will receive. Course placement advising will be part of the
academic advising in the academic departments and programs on Thursday morning, August
29. Students must attend departmental drop-in advising on that day to receive proper course
placement.

You can also contact the department chair if you feel you might be eligible for advanced course
placement in a particular department. If you have any questions for specific departments before
your arrival on campus, we recommend that you contact the appropriate department chairs by
email rather than try to call them, as most academic department offices are closed for the
summer.

Some departments offer placement examinations during Orientation Week. For dates, times, and
locations, please check the online schedule on the Orientation website.
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Preparation for Teacher Certification

The teacher preparation programs in the Department of Education reflect the philosophy that
schools can be sites of social change where students are given the opportunity to reach their
maximum potential as individuals and community members. Vassar students who are preparing to
teach work within a strong interdisciplinary framework of professional methods and a balanced
course of study in a selected field of concentration leading to the degree of bachelor of arts. In
addition to a degree in an academic discipline, they may also earn initial New York State
certification at the childhood and adolescent levels. The certification is reciprocal in most other
states.

Consistent with New York State requirements, the certification programs are based upon
demonstration of competency in both academic and field settings. It is advisable that students
planning to obtain childhood or adolescent certification consult with the education department
during their first year.

For a full statement of the certification requirements and recommended sequences of study,
please see the “Department of Education” section of the catalog and the Department of Education
website. Enrollment in the courses listed is not limited to those seeking certification.

Vassar also offers a major and correlate in Educational Studies and a study away opportunity.
Please see “Education” in the section on Departments of Instruction, later in this handbook, for
more information.

Preparation for Law School

At Vassar, pre-law advising is handled by Nick Migliorino, Jannette Swanson, and Stacy Bingham
in the Center for Career Education (CCE), with faculty support from Professor Taneisha Means in
the Political Science Department. Students interested in law-related careers should seek out
these advisors to discuss any questions they have about pre-law studies and the law school
application process.

Although Vassar has designated advisors for students interested in law school and a legal career,
it does not recommend a special pre-law curriculum. Unlike medical school, no specific courses
are required or suggested for entry into law school. Instead, law schools want students with a
broad liberal arts education and a demanding major, not those who have taken a particular series
of courses. A broad education means selecting courses from a variety of curricular divisions and
departments. Just as there is no specific group of courses to prepare for law school, there is no
single discipline in which students should major.

The CCE has various resources available to help students explore their interest in legal careers.
Additionally, the office can help students connect with law-related summer opportunities and
alums working in the field of law. Students interested in law should specify this as an industry
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preference on Handshake (the CCE’s job/internship database and event calendar) to receive
targeted communications about pre-law events.

For more information, please stop by the office (located in Main S-170), visit the CCE website, or
email cce@vassar.edu.

Preparation for a Health Professions School

A student interested in a health professions career may major in any field, and our best advice is
to major in a subject that truly interests you. Vassar students often look at medical school, but
there are other options, including dental, veterinary, podiatry, physician assistant, physical
therapy, nursing, etc. The basic requirements for most of the programs that train students for
these careers include the following subjects: biology, chemistry, organic chemistry, biochemistry,
and physics. Additionally, science courses often must include a laboratory component. English,
mathematics (usually statistics and/or calculus), psychology, and sociology are strongly
recommended and sometimes required. For medical school, social sciences are not typically
required; however, the MCAT is 25% social science. Health professions schools require A-F
grades in their declared required and recommended courses, so extra caution and careful
consultation is needed if a student is considering an NRO election in any of these courses.

Students considering a science concentration should consult the individual departments and
programs and read “To Prospective Science Majors” in the “Registration for Courses” section of
this handbook. For more specific advice on planning a first-year program, refer to the “Medicine”
section of “Preparation for Graduate Study” in the Vassar catalog.

If you are considering a career in the health professions, you should plan to attend the meeting
held by the Pre-Health Advisor on Thursday, August 29. Careful planning of the first academic
year is essential. Students should log in to Handshake to schedule an appointment with the pre-
health advisor especially if they cannot attend the meeting, but also to ask any questions that
aren’t answered during the meeting or arise after.

Pre-health advising is housed in the Center for Career Education in Main South-170.
Appointments are available Monday through Friday and may be scheduled via Handshake or by
stopping by the office (located in Main S-170).

For more information, visit the Pre-Health Advising website, email prehealth@vassar.edu, or call
(845) 437-5285.

Preparation for Education Abroad

Global learning experiences are an important component of your Vassar education. Students may
study abroad during their junior year or first semester of senior year. If you are considering
spending a term or your entire junior year studying abroad, start planning ahead to the best extent
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possible. Give serious consideration to your course selections starting in your first year. For
example, if you are considering study abroad in a non-English-speaking country, foreign language
study is of the utmost importance and should be integrated consistently into your academic plan
starting in your first year. Also, consider that in your study abroad proposal, you will need to
demonstrate pursuit of relevant area studies coursework to support your study abroad plan (for
example, taking courses in Latin American and Latinx Studies before studying abroad in Latin
America).

All students are encouraged to consider study abroad when developing their academic plan. The
College's study abroad "home tuition" policy permits financial aid to be applied for approved study
abroad proposals. Over one hundred programs across more than 60 countries are available to
students.

For more information, please visit the Office of International Programs website. You are also
welcome to visit the office in Main N-173 during drop-in hours or email
internationalprograms@vassar.edu to make an appointment.

REGISTRATION FOR COURSES

During the summer, you will pre-register for your fall 2024 classes using the electronic pre-
registration form, which can be found at the New Students website. This site will be open
from June 17 - July 19. You will receive an email about the exact process, so please
check your Vassar email regularly. To complete this form, you will need to consult:

e The 2024/2025 catalog.

e The First-Year Handbook

e The online schedule of classes (under the ‘Registration and Advising’ tab)
For more advice about building a schedule summer pre-registration, we encourage you to watch
the relevant videos on the Summer Events page and the New Student Orientation Moodle page.

The procedures for enrolling in your fall semester classes are as follows:

1) Summer Pre-registration. Over the summer, you will pre-register for up to three academic
classes. Once you arrive on campus for New Student Orientation, you will complete your
schedule with the help of your pre-major advisor.

In Part | of the summer pre-registration form, list your first choice for a First-Year Writing
Seminar and three alternate First-Year Writing Seminars in case your first choice is
unavailable. Please choose only the courses that will be offered in the fall.

In Part Il, list other courses you would like to take in order of preference. You may list as many
courses as you like in this section.

By the end of summer pre-registration, most first-year students will be enrolled in a First-Year
Writing Seminar and two additional one-unit courses (or 1.5 units if electing Elementary
Chinese, Japanese, or Korean). If no seats are available in any of the First-Year Writing
Seminars you selected, the Registrar will attempt to place you in three courses listed on Part Il
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of the pre-registration form. You will receive notification of the results of pre-registration during
New Student Orientation.

2) Registration during Orientation. As indicated on the orientation schedule, several events
are planned to help you complete your class schedule. On Tuesday, August 27, you will meet
with your faculty advisor in small groups to discuss your course selections. On Wednesday,
August 28, faculty will give research presentations. On Thursday, August 29, special
advising info sessions will be devoted to language study and education abroad, pre-health,
pre-law, teacher certification, English, art, and dance. You can also consult with any
department or program about appropriate course selections or special permission during drop-
in advising open houses on Thursday morning. Thursday afternoon has been set aside for
you to meet individually with your faculty advisor. After gathering the necessary information
and making additions and revisions to your course selections, all first-year students will
officially register for fall courses on Friday, August 30.

3) Add Period (through September 10). Once classes begin, you may continue to add
courses, up to a maximum of 4.5 units, to your schedule until Tuesday, September 10.

Students need both their instructor’'s and their advisor’s permission to add a class during the
add period. Under no circumstances are first-semester first-year students granted permission

to exceed 4.5 units. All students must be registered for the minimum of 3.5 units by September
10.

A copy of your final registration will be available online at Vassar’'s website via Ask Banner. Be
sure to review it carefully and report any errors to the Registrar’s Office immediately. You
will be held responsible for all courses listed on this schedule and will not receive credit for any
course or section in which you are not officially enrolled.

4) Drop Period (through October 11). Students may drop courses (but not below 3.5 units) with
their advisor’'s approval until Friday, October 11.

Guidelines for Course Selection

First-year students are strongly encouraged to take 4 or 4.5 units in their first semester (full-time
enrollment is between 3.5 and 4.5 units). Students may also elect .5 units of Intensive (designated
with “INT” on Ask Banner) coursework for a total of 4.5 units per semester. Vassar offers a limited
number of 0.5-unit courses, mainly in the departments of music and physical education. You will
need to consult the schedule of classes on the New Students website for a thorough listing of
these and other half-unit academic courses offered in the fall semester. Elementary and
intermediate Chinese, Japanese, and Korean language courses grant 1.5 units per semester.

Intensives

Intensives are a new style of course offering. They are innovative learning opportunities that
complement traditional classroom courses by extending beyond the classroom for various faculty-
mentored experiences requiring a high level of student agency and independence. Every
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intensive is different, but the following descriptors capture the spirit of the intensives.

Project-, group-, or workshop-based
Collaborative engagement between students and instructors
Intentional partnerships within the nearby community, the Hudson Valley, or other parts
of the world
Field/travel experiences
Mentoring rather than lecture-based
Integrating various aspects of students’ previous studies
Fluid time and space structures
Focused research experiences
Student-driven, responsive to student initiative
e Non-traditional course schedules
Intensives will be designated with “INT” on Ask Banner. Some intensives may require special
permission or a proposal. Please contact the course professor with any questions.

Distribution

Vassar strongly recommends that students take courses in each of the four divisions
(Arts, Foreign Languages and Literatures, Social Sciences, Natural Sciences). Students are
also expected to work in more than one department or program each semester.

In addition, please keep these three specific requirements in mind when selecting your first-year
courses:

1. First-Yea