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Her multimedia lecture tells the little-known story of
how Jewish refugee musicians from Europe were
integrated into the cafés, nightclubs, and ballrooms in
Shanghai, the so-called “Paris of the East.” The bars
and restaurants in the Hongkou Ghetto, where most of
these Jewish refugees settled, acquired the nicknames
“Little Vienna” and “Little Berlin.”

About 20,000 refugees came to Shanghai to escape Nazi persecution. Of those, about
450 were musicians. Some adapted by playing American and Chinese swing music.
Others presented their traditional repertoire of Unterhaltungsmusik ("light music").
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