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Two deeply conflicting accounts of modernity
are widespread in the academy today. In

one, we are anything but free: modernity is
defined by a proliferation and internalization
of disciplinary practices that circumscribe
who we are. In the other, modernity is
characterized by a kind of moral free-for-all
that has given up on cultivating good human
beings. Focusing on the revolutionary period
of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries, this talk examines these powerful
but divergent narratives by examining
accounts of the roles of discipline, habituation,
and education in forming a free individual.
Can we ultimately bring these accounts
together to talk about a discipline that is
necessary to make us free?



