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David Chidester

“Blood and Money: Elementary Forms of the
Political Economy of the Sacred”

(Tom Phillips, Slegs vir Almal, 1974)

David Chidester is Professor of Comparative Religion, co-Director of the
International Human Rights Exchange, and Director of the Institute for
Comparative Religion in Southern Africa at the University of Cape Town,
Soutll13 Africa. He has written extensively on religion and violence, sacred
space, and the inseparability of politics and religion. His publications
include among others Savage Systems: Colonialism and Comparative Religion in
Southern Africa, American Sacred Space, Shots in the Streets: Violence and Religion
in South Africa, and Salvation and Suicide: An Interpretation of Fim Jones, the

Peoples Temple, and Fonestown.
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